Health Care Sustainability
WHITEHORSE, July 22, 2016 - Canada’s Premiers discussed the need for Canada’s health care
systems to remain sustainable and to ensure quality health services for all Canadians in the face of
challenges such as chronic diseases, pharmaceutical costs, a growing and aging population and the
disparities in health outcomes for Aboriginal peoples.
Provinces and territories continue to innovate in order to improve the effectiveness of the health care
systems, but the imminent reduction in the Canada Health Transfer (CHT) escalator will put enormous
pressure on PT health systems and additional investments are required to maintain sustainability.
Premiers call on the federal government for an immediate increase in funding through the CHT as part of
a greater long-term funding partnership on health care for Canadians. Premiers call for a meeting with the
Prime Minister this fall, dedicated to advancing a long-term agreement on health care funding. Premiers
directed PT Finance Ministers to develop options for increased federal funding through the CHT.
Premiers reiterated the importance that any new future health accord will have to comply with the
principle of asymmetrical federalism which allows for the existence of specific agreements for any
province or territory, as has been the case for Québec since 2004
Working within the constraints of declining federal share of funding for health care, provinces and
territories have found ways through the Health Care Innovation Working Group (HCIWG) to achieve
savings while improving quality and patient care. Going forward, the HCIWG will focus on using
technology and innovation to improve affordability, predictability and patient care.
Premiers received a report on the HCIWG. The successful achievements of the working group include:
 collaborative efforts on pharmaceuticals resulting in price reductions for 18 generic drugs (effective
April 1, 2016) and negotiated price agreements for 95 brand name drugs. This work has resulted in
more than $712 million in combined savings annually through the pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical
Alliance (pCPA);
 jurisdictions across the country are implementing models of good practice in team-based approaches
for providing care;
 promoting guidelines for treating heart disease and diabetes;
 increasing focus and awareness of ensuring appropriate care; and,
 creating innovative models for seniors’ care that prioritize home and community care over long-term
care institutionalization.
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