
 

 

Strengthening International Trade and Relationships 
 
WINNIPEG, August 6, 2010 – Premiers feel very strongly about the need to open and deepen 
international trade relations particularly in Europe and Asia. Premiers reiterated the need for 
provinces and territories to be able to fully participate in Canada’s international negotiations and 
forums that impact their jurisdiction.  
 
Premiers stressed the importance of establishing a formal federal-provincial-territorial agreement on 
the role of provinces and territories in international negotiations, agreements and forums. 
Accordingly, Premiers agreed to develop a framework for provincial-territorial involvement in 
international negotiations for discussion with the federal government. This framework would 
outline: 

• The role of provinces and territories in the negotiation process; 
• The means by which provinces and territories would formally signify their consent to 

agreements;  
• The role of provinces and territories in the management of international agreements that 

affect their jurisdiction; 
• The role of provinces and territories in any institutional mechanism that are established to 

implement an agreement; and 
• Arrangements to ensure the flow of information to provinces and territories. 

Canada-European Union Negotiations 
Premiers are encouraged by the pace of the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) negotiations and will remain actively involved as negotiations move forward. Premiers 
agree on the importance of improving trade relations between Canada and the European Union 
(EU) and believe the CETA between Canada and the EU presently under negotiation has the 
potential to benefit all parties by creating substantial and reciprocal economic gains, more 
cooperation in a range of sectors, and an opportunity to address outstanding trade irritants. 
 
Newfoundland and Labrador still has substantive issues with the content and process of CETA, and 
does not acknowledge any consensus position arising from the discussions of Premiers today.  

Asia-Pacific Relations 
Premiers call on the federal government to: 

• launch Canada-India economic partnership agreement negotiations;  
• successfully conclude existing trade and investment negotiations with Asia-Pacific partners, 

including negotiations toward a Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement 
(FIPA) with China, free trade agreements with Korea and Singapore and multilateral free 
trade in the Asia-Pacific region; and 

• negotiate Open Skies treaties with  key Asian partners.  



Canada-U.S. Relations 
Premiers value the relationships they established in the United States during their successful 
mission to Washington D.C. in February 2010 and look forward to building on these in the future.   

Canada is the number one global supplier of energy to the United States. Access to American 
markets for Canada’s energy is essential to maintain and further develop secure, sustainable energy 
resources for the mutual benefit of both countries. Governments will work together to ensure access 
to these markets. Premiers will also work together to highlight their leadership on climate change 
by seeking out opportunities to promote Canada’s expertise in clean energy technologies and will 
advocate for the recognition of Canadian hydroelectric power and tidal energy as renewable energy 
sources in U.S. legislation. Premiers also stressed the need for continued investment and targeted 
measures that will improve efficiency and collaboration on key border issues. Federal investment in 
technology, infrastructure and human resources at borders is critical to ensuring traffic flows as 
efficiently as possible.  
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